ASK THE EXPERT

GET AT LEAST THREE
ESTIMATES

HIRE THE RIGHT
PAINT CONTRACTOR

Hiring a paint contractor is perhaps the most
important decision you can make in any home
improvement project. To hire the best contractor
for your needs, follow the tips below:

When you receive contractor
estimates, they should fall
roughly within the same
price range. If estimates are
widely different from one
another, be wary of contrac-
tors who bid too high or too
low. Ask about what is not

PAY ATTENTION

Pay attention to the follow-

ASK FOR REFERRALS

Ask people you know and
trust for contractor referrals,
such as:

e Family
» Friends and neighbors
* Your local paint retailer

CHECK CREDENTIALS

When you speak to contrac-
tors you're interested in hir-
ing, ask them these ques-
tions:

1. Are you a member of the
local Better Business Bureau
or Angie’s List?

2. Are you a member of any
local or national painting
contractors' associations?

3. How long have you been in
business?

4. Do you subcontract your
work or perform it yourself?

5. Do you have insurance and
bonding?

6. Can you provide refer-
ences?

CHECK REFERENCES

Be sure to get at least three
references from past custom-
ers.

Speak to references directly
and conduct site visits to de-
termine how paint has held
up over time.

ing signs and behaviors
when speaking to potential
contractors:

— Does the contractor pro-
ject a sense of professional-
ism and experience?

— Is the contractor courte-
ous and business-like?

— Is the contractor busy?
Good ones usually are.

— Does the contractor re-
turn phone calls and pro-
vide estimates in a timely
manner?

— Is the contractor on time
for appointments?

KNOW WHAT YOU WANT

The more specific and clear
you are about your project,
the more precise your con-
tractor's estimate will be.

It's a good idea to walk your
property with each potential
contractor and to discuss
your needs as well as any
aspects of your project that
could affect the price. For
example, let your paint con-
tractor know exactly which
surfaces should be painted
(clapboards, windows, trims,
eaves, facia, etc.) and which
colors and finishes you want
used.

Be sure that your contrac-

tor's estimate includes the
types of paints and stains

you'll need for the success
of your project.

being done, and where cor-
ners are being cut.

REVIEW YOUR CONTRACT

Take time to review your
contract, and be sure to ask
questions about any details
for which you need clarifica-
tion. Be sure to ask about:

— The specifics on what is to
be painted (house, trim,
shutters, etc.)

— Details on preparation
and cleanup

— Paint and primer brands
and colors that will be used

— How many coats of paint
will be applied

— How your contractor will
protect plants, patios, and
other items

— How much time the pro-
ject will take, from start
to end.

— When and how the
contractor will be paid

Once you have followed the
above tips, you’'ll be ready to
hire the right paint contrac-
tor —and enjoy your newly
painted home!

~ With thanks to

the Painting & Decorating
Contractors of America ~
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recommended contractors

the FHHOA has a list of recommended contractors you can choose
from for many of your home repair and maintenance projects

Looking for a contractor?

Below are the types of contractors that are featured on the FHHOA
Recommended Contractors List. Click here to view and download the

full list.

Air Duct and Dryer Vent Cleaning Pest Control

Arborists Plumbers

Backflow Device Testing Restoration Service ’
Barkdust Roofing Contractors '
Decks/Fences Siding, Windows &

Construction
Geotechnical Contractors

. . Waterproofing Consultants
Gutter Cleaning & Repair proofing .

Handyman/Repairs

Homebuilders
Have you got a contractor

Home Inspector to recommend?
HVAC/Furnace and Residents are welcome to suggest
Air Conditioning Repair contractors for addition to the

Recommended Contractors List by

Landscape Maintenance Contractors -
emailing: contactus@fhhoa.com.

Landscape Installation Contractors
Landscape Designers

Painting Contractors

Page 13


http://www.oregon.gov/CCB/
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